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Erovopsd Cenolunions o NIE-4%

1. The posalbility of creating o sitrong Commnist war-making complex)largely

independent of the Eurcpean power centers of the USSR must be a factor of graat long-
range strategic :i.mportancé in any Krewlin plan for ultimate world dapination,

2. Develomment of this comp'le:c would raquirs Ccmmunist control of or access to
the entire Far L‘asi,, would be virtually inpossible in time of wa:r, end would probsbly
take at least a deoade in ¢ime of peace,

3. In the short rum, the USSE and Commmist China are probably most vitslly con-
Fa~ £aaX
cerned w:tth maintaining the present Commmnist posﬁ:ionil %M/because of the
real militery adventages %his position offers and beeause of the severe blow to Soviet

prestige Incumbent in the loss of any eres now wmder Communlst condrel.

b Idﬁitarﬂy, of the Avens under non~0mmmﬂ.st eondrel. Japen poses the gmateat v

actual and potential threat to the witel military intoresis of the USSR and Commmist
Chinn, and, econversely, o Japsn wnder Cammmnist control would pose the severest threat
to the US position in the Far East,

5. In tho present gontext of Dast-West relations and bexring n general war, the
Far Eagt 6:£‘fem the Ccxmunists considerable opportunities for strengthoning their global
stratogie position Ly draining Western rescurces and dividing and weakening the Western
Powers in their ei‘forts to reglst Commmnist expansion,

6. An ecorly genera.i war, however, if the Commnists did not control Japan, could
well be strategleally dlsadvantageous to the USSR in the Far Fagt,

- 7. Dven if the Commmnists were able to gain control of all the preéen‘h non-Coammmisat
Far East in the early stages of a general wer, the area would not be a signifiecant addi-
tion to the over-all power position of the USSR,
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‘9. In the long run, even after control over all éreaa of
the region had been secured, the USSR would encounter econmomic
and politicsl problems in developing :/m eemplax in the Fa:r
East. Even in peacetime, the development of this complex muld
almost certuinly require a décade or more; in wartime little pro-
gress towards that develomnent could be made. If, howaver, such
a complex could eventually be created, it would reduce theeconomic
and militery drain vhich the Soviet Far Fast and Communist China
now imposes on western and central USSR. Moreover, it would add
greatly to the Soviet potential for breaching US Pacific defenses
and for lesunching attacks against the continental US. R
o i atteapet

10. Therefore, the USSR is srobably more influenced by the f;"%ﬁ "

fact that any partisl ex;mnsion in this area would have immediate ““ zgé;‘“gff

eonsequencea within the nresent frnmuork of East-West tension,

- by strengthening the Sov:let global position relative to the west,
endangering US Pacific defenses, draining Western resources, and
impairing Western measures to strengthen Burope end the Middle East.
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